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on three or four hundred Leagues beyond, in quest
of the ouant chipouanes, so that my course then
will be southwest. Such, my Reverend father, is
the route I shall follow toward an objective point
which you see is very indefinite and uncertain, since
all we know about it is founded on the reports of
other savages, who, for The most part, have little
scruple in speaking differently from what they
think. If what they add concerning The Place
where the ouant chipouanes dwell be true, I should
say that these cannot be very far from California,
for, if we are to believe their reports, the ouant
chipouanes dwell on the Shores of a great river
where there is an ebb and flow in the stream, which
would go to show that the sea cannot be very far
off. It is not easy to determine what river this is.
Iam led to surmise, however, that it is no other than
the great river which father Kino, a German Jesuit,
mentions in the map which he traced of the regions
lying to the north of california, and Which he calls
the ‘“ rio colorado’’ or ‘‘del norté.”” See the fifth
collection of the Lettres edifiantes. Whatever be the
truth relative to these conjectures and to the place
where these savages dwell, I am deputed to go in
quest of them, and to establish a mission among
them if it be possible. All this, my reverend
father, is much beyond my strength, wherefore I
have placed myself and whatever betides my enter-
prise in the hands of our Lord. Beg Him to
prepare me for every eventuality according to his
holy and divine will. Do not forget, either, to send
me some nourishment for my soul; nothing could
please me more than what you might suggest, by
way of encouragement, to animate me to serve and



